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Protecting the Young Consumer
after the 2020 Revision Lowering
the Age of Majority in the
Taiwanese Civil Code

Yue-Jheng Niou®
Abstract

Since January 1, 2023, individuals aged 18 and 19 in Taiwan have
been recognized as adults with full capacity for civil contracts. This
change followed the 2020 Revision of the Civil Code by the Legislative
Yuan, Taiwan’s congress, which aimed to grant young adults (adults
aged 18 and 19) more freedom in making decisions without parental
consent. However, the Civil Code historically limited minors’ ability to
engage in contracts, not to restrict their freedom, but to protect them
from potentially dangerous contracts or inappropriate solicitations.

The concept of the Age of Majority in the Taiwanese Civil Code
dates back to 1929 and was influenced by Japanese and Switzerland
Civil Laws. In 2018, Japan reduced its age of majority from 20 to 18,
prompting the Legislative Yuan to note this change as a reason for
Taiwan’s revision. Despite this, Japan also revised its Consumer

Contract Act in 2018 to better protect young consumers. In contrast,

*

Assistant Professor, School of Law, Soochow University; Doctor of Laws,
University of Tokyo, Japan.
Received: March 31, 2023; accepted: November 24, 2023

—289—-



86 K IEEIH % — A

while Taiwan lowered the age of majority, it did not implement
measures to mitigate the potential risks faced by young consumers
entering university or starting their careers post-2020 revision.

This paper aims to explore how the Civil Code can protect young
consumers. It traces the historical development of the “usury”
conception in Japan and the “modern usury” theory, discusses revisions
to Japanese civil contract law, and considers the alignment between
modern usury theory and protections for young consumers in the 2018
Consumer Contract Act revision. Finally, this paper revisits Taiwanese
court cases and notes instances where Articles 72 and 74 were cited to
protect vulnerable or young consumers. Based on this analysis, the
paper advocates for a more positive approach to interpreting Articles 72

and 74 in future cases.

Keywords: Civil Law, Age of Majority, Public Policy or Good Morals, Usury,
Consumer Contract Act, Young Consumer, Vulnerable
Consumer, Consumer Contract Act
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