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peoples have the right to own, develop, control and use the lands and territories ...
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This includes the right to the full recognition of their laws, traditions and
customs ... and the right to effective measures by States to prevent any interference
with, alienation of or encroachment upon these rights.
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peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their institutional
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Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, General Recommendation

23, Rights of indigenous peoples (Fifty-first session, 1997), U.N. Doc. A/52/18,
annex V at 122 (1997).
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121 #% 2 L UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity » 25 4% @ The
defence of cultural diversity is an ethical imperative, inseparable from respect for
human dignity. It implies a commitment to human rights and fundamental
freedoms, in particular the rights of persons belonging to minorities and those of
indigenous peoples. No one may invoke cultural diversity to infringe upon human

rights guaranteed by international law, nor to limit their scope.
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Walked through Two Decades:
Review and Prospect of Indigenous
Peoples Education Act

Awi Mona

Abstract

Indigenous Peoples Education Act is the first piece of legislation
in Taiwan that takes “ethnicity” as the normative subject. The
aforementioned Act has transformed the national indigenous education
governance from planned supporting policy to the construction of
institutional education rights. The legislative transformations have also
testified that the relationship between the state and indigenous peoples
has gone through colonial governance, authoritarian rule, and
democratization. On August 1%, 2016, President Tsai Ing-wen, on
behalf of the government, delivered a national apology to indigenous
peoples for the historical injustices the successive authorities had
brought upon them. Among its significant influences, the national
apology has initiated the 3™ wave of indigenous rights movements.
Further, in this regard, the government has launched a series of

indigenous legislative constructions, including the revision of the
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Indigenous Peoples Education Act.

Firstly, this article outlines the historical context of the national
indigenous education governance. Next, by reviewing the consecutive
“Five-Year Plan for the Development of Indigenous Education” and the
Indigenous Peoples Education Act revisions, this article dwelled upon
the results from the 2019 amendment. Finally, supplementing with
international development trends on indigenous education rights, this
article analyzes the reasoning of contemporary indigenous education

rights and re-establishes its practical framework.

Keywords: Mountain Administration, Indigenous Education Governance,
Indigenous Movement, Indigenous Peoples Education Act,
Indigenous Education Development Program, Indigenous
Historical Justice and Transitional Justice, Indigenous Legal
Subijectivity, Collective Right, Multiculturalism
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